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(and only under strong excitement could he have
resigned at such an important moment in his
career), he was quite unable to express himself
intelligibly to his chief, who wrote in considerable
anger to Sir James Graham :
January yd: " I really have great difficulty sometimes in
comprehending what Gladstone means. I take it for
granted, however, that his letter means to announce his
continued intention to retire . . . and I greatly regret it*
... Is it not strange that this letter marked * Secret' - and
being secret if ever letter was - came to me this morning by
post open? It may have been read in every post office
through which it has passed."
Graham replied the next day :
ic It is always difficult through the haze of words to
catch a distant glimpse of Gladstone's meaning. But
though the letter is obscure, the resolution, I am afraid, is
taken, and you must consider the note as an announcement
that if we proceed with our Maynooth measure he will
retire.
"Gladstone's omission to seal such a letter was most
unfortunate: but the enigmatic style has its advantages.
I doubt whether there is a postmaster in England who
after reading the letter would understand one word of it."1
Nor was the retiring Minister more fortunate in
his explanations to a larger public. GreviHe
notes in his diary for February 6th : " Gladstone's
explanation was ludicrous. Everybody said that
he had only succeeded in showing that his resigna-
tion was quite uncalled-for/*
Howevef, " All's well that ends well." Glad-
stone having resigned on the Maynooth grant,
1 Parker, l$s of Sir James Graham^ Vol. IL, p. 2.